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【Academic Research Ethics Information】_1150519 update 

I. Finish Academic Research Ethics courses 

According to NSTC and YZU regulations, “new faculty have to finish 6 hours academic research ethics courses.” YZU has a collaboration with Academic 

Research Ethics Education (AREE). You can use AREE Online Courses to learn academic research ethics courses. The R&D office will set the curriculum 

for you. Please participate in all courses and pass the final exam for the certificate. 

If you have any questions regarding accounts, course grades, or the website, you can contact aree_service@nycu.edu.tw. 

II. Apply for Research Ethical Reviews if your research related to humans and corresponding topics 

If your research subjects involve humans (including human trials or human research), you must be approved by Research Ethics Committee (REC/IRB) 

before the actual implementation of the study.  

Social science research might involve indirect physical contact with human subjects, exposing the participants to psychological and mental impacts. 

NSTC mandated that projects involving human research participants should be regulated under the Human Subjects Research Act and subject the 

project to ethical reviews and approvals before implementation. 

YZU and NTU IRB have signed a cooperation agreement. If you have any questions about research ethics, please contact the NTU IRB directly.  

➢ Contact person： 

◼ MS. Chen： (02)3366-9980#20；boting@ntu.edu.tw 

III. Think carefully before submitting your article 

With the emergence of open access (OA) publishing, there is also an increase in the number of predatory journals and publishers. In recent years, 

there has been revealed that many researchers have been defrauded by predatory journals. If you receive submission invitations from journals or 

publishers, please choose trusted journals and publishers for your research. 

AREE makes a summary of “The warning signs of predatory journals.” It can be used as a reference for researchers submitting their articles. 

 

 

mailto:boting@ntu.edu.tw
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           【Login Instructions of AREE】 

The website links: https://ethics.moe.edu.tw/ . Login steps are as follows: 

Step1：Please choose“Mandatory teachers and others” 

 
 

Attachment 

https://ethics.moe.edu.tw/
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Step2：click “Taoyuan City”&“Yuan Ze University”. Your account and password are e-mail addresses. 
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Step3：Choose course version and check personal information 

(AREE online course will be set up in English.) 
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Step4：Courses study and take the exam 

First time to take courses, please go to【Courses】→【My Courses and Exam】. Your courses have been pre-added by the R&D office. Please click the 

unit’s name to read the course content. After reading them, please click 【Exam】to take the final exam. 

 

➢ Sources of information：AREE；https://ethics-r.moe.edu.tw/howtouse_r_en/1/   
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【Research Ethics Review Q&A _ About Research Subjects】 

Q 
If the research is entirely observational or must follow a covert research method, does the principal investigator still need to acquire 

informed consent? 

A 

Providing informed consent is suggested. However, following the different requirements in each research, the "Application for Exemption 

or Change/Correction of Consent Form" shall be submitted to the Committee, followed by a post-research debriefing. Please consult the 

Decision Chart provided on our website. 

Q My research project only consists of one subject. Do I still need to submit the case for review? 

A Regardless of the number of subjects, each subject must undergo review as long as the research involves human subjects. 

Q 
Suppose I need to finish collecting data from a case to decide on what research I wish to undertake and publish, or if, before executing 

the research, I temporarily choose not to publish the study, would I still need to submit the case for review in these circumstances? 

A A review is recommended. Please consult the Decision Chart available on our website. 

Q 

Research such as "the relationship between a grand justice's background and his/her disposition when passing judgment" may exist 

within law studies. However, although the grand justice and his/her judgment are accessible as public data, such judgments are made 

by the grand justice, which is inconsistent with the University’s current exemption standards. The research project shall thus be one of 

minimal or higher risk. If information from such public databases is used to conduct the research, is it exempted from review? If the 

research is conducted using public databases, but consent is impossible from the parties involved, can the research still be conducted? 

A 

Documents or databases disclosed by government agencies are not classified as private information. However, submitting the case to 

the University's Behavior and Social Sciences Research Ethics Committee for approval to be "exempt from review" is still appropriate. If 

it involves interviews with research participants, it is necessary to submit the case to the University's Behavior and Social Sciences 

Research Ethics Committee for review. 

Q 
If a research project (e.g., with fully de-identified data from the NHI database) is clearly eligible for exemption, can it be exempt from 

review? 

A 

Whether or not the research project meets the conditions for exemption, it still needs to be handed over to the Research Ethics Office 

for preliminary judgment and confirmation by the convener. Therefore, "exempt from review" does not mean there is no need to submit 

the case for review, but it refers to its "exemption from full Committee discussion or individual review by members." As such, a case 



 7 

eligible for exemption from review does not need to be submitted to the full Committee for discussion as in a general review, nor does 

it need to undergo a substantive and complete review such as with low-risk reviews, which are reviewed by two members and then the 

results are reported in the Committee to reach a consensus. The director of the Research Ethics Office and senior managers will have 

preliminary discussions, provide suggestions, and then hand the case over to the convener to determine whether it belongs to the 

"exempt category." 

Q 
If the research is transnational (for example, cooperating between National Taiwan University and parties from Germany), is an IRB/REC 

approval needed from both countries before conducting research? 

A 

Suppose the research plan is implemented exclusively in the university/institution of only one of the parties, and each party has already 

signed a mutually recognized cooperation agreement. In that case, the IRB/REC review of just one of the parties is sufficient. Review 

applications shall be submitted to each party if there is no mutually recognized cooperation agreement. However, inspections shall be 

forwarded to each party if the research plan is implemented in each of the cooperating parties' universities/institutions. 

Q Is there any consulting service before or during submission for review? 

A Yes. Please call 02-33669956,02-33669980, or direct inquiries to the e-mail: nturec@ntu.edu.tw. 

Q 
In the future, will there be a big difference in the research ethics committees' administrative procedures of NTU's social and behavioral 

sciences (SBS) and biomedical review? 

A 
Administrative procedures may differ slightly, but the fundamental ethical and review principles remain consistent. Please refer to the 

information related to the review procedure on our website. 

Q 
Suppose I conduct behavioral and social science research but have already sent my project to NTU's affiliated hospital for review. Do I 

still need to send it to NTU's SBS research ethics committee panel for review? 

A 
If the same research project has been reviewed and approved by the research ethics committee of NTU's affiliated hospital, it does not 

need to be sent to NTU's SBS research ethics committee for review. Please refer to the organization chart on our website. 

Q Is it feasible to formulate different review implementation timetables for units belonging to various academic fields? 

A 
The basic ethical principles and review principles of research projects are independent of the discipline and will not vary from discipline 

to discipline. Therefore, there are no differences in review times or procedures across disciplines. 

➢ Sources of information： NTU IRB https://ord.ntu.edu.tw/w/ordntuEN/info_21011422021187741 

https://ord.ntu.edu.tw/w/ordntuEN/info_21011422021187741
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【Warning Signs of Predatory Journals】 

 

➢ Sources of information：AREE 

https://ethics.moe.edu.tw/files/resource/poster/poster_06_e

n.jpg  

https://ethics.moe.edu.tw/files/resource/poster/poster_06_en.jpg
https://ethics.moe.edu.tw/files/resource/poster/poster_06_en.jpg

