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The Pitfalls of Academic Publishing:
Predatory Journals

Malcolm Koo'” , Chin-Ying Lai'

Abstract: The borderless coverage of the Internet has brought about unprecedented convenience to modern
people. Regarding the academia, electronic journals and electronic database have made the research process
easier and more effective. Since the 1990s, there has been a rising popularity in scholarly articles that were based
on the open access model. In recent years, predatory publishers and scam gangs have begun to exploit the
profit-making opportunities associated with the author-pays-for-publication model. They often solicit their
victims in academic and research groups with spam email and entice potential authors with the promise of rapid
review and acceptance for publication. These unethical publishers generally lack professional editorial boards
and peer-review system, with only a sole purpose of accepting as many publications as possible to maximize
their profits. In this article, we described open access journals, predatory journals, and fake journals to explain
how to identify problematic journals. Moreover, we put forward how to prevent the flooding of inferior articles
through the use of administrative measures. When health care professionals choosing a journal for publication,
they must be aware of the ethics of publishing and proceed with due caution so as to avoid falling prey into the
trap of criminals. Inadvertently submitted to a problematic journal will lead to not only a loss of money and time,
but can also damage one's academic reputation. Therefore, it is important to take the issue of predatory journals
seriously to avoid hindering the advancement of medical research and indirectly, threatening the health of the
public.
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